
PROJECT TITLE 
 

“SR 46 Corridor  Improvements “ 
 (PA&ED only -- entire corridor) 

EA# 3307U1 -- PPNO# 0226A 
 

 
Project Location:    
 
This project is located on Route 46 near Paso 
Robles, from Airport Road to Kern County Line 
 
Co/Rte/KP/PM: SLO-46 KP 51.8/98.0 
 SLO-46 PM 32.2/60.9 
 
Project Description:  
Convert  two lane highway to four lane 
expressway 
 
Project Scope:  
Relieve congestion, provide passing opportunities, 
and improve safety for goods movement and 
recreational travel.  PA&ED Only 
 
Existing Funding:  
This project is fully funded with RIP, IIP and 
Federal Demo funding for PA&ED only for the 
entire corridor from Airport Road to the Kern 
County Line.   PA&ED is $8 Million.  
 
Engineer’s Estimate:     
N/A, this project is for PA&ED only.   
 
Current Status:  This project will remain in STIP 
as a Corridor Project for PA&ED Only.  This 

project now includes PPNO#0227, 0650, and 
0226A.  
 
Future Need: 
 None for PA&ED. 
 
Projects will be programmed for PS&E through 
construction in separate contracts as funds 
become available.   The projects may receive 
GARVEE funding and/or Federal Demo. funding. 
 
Project Schedule: 
PA&ED for the corridor is  to be finalized by June 
30, 2004. 
 
PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
Purpose and Need  for the Project: 
State Route 46 was originally constructed in 1959 
as a two lane conventional highway that included 
sections widened to four lanes at various locations 
for passing opportunities.  A subsequent widening 
location was constructed in 1992 to provide 
westbound passing opportunities at KP 95.4 to KP 
97.0.  State Route 46 is a key east/west connector 
and a major route for trucks and recreational 
vehicles traveling between the San Joaquin Valley 
and the Central Coast.  A 1998 traffic analysis 
showed  an Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) 
of  5800 vehicles, 20.7% is truck traffic, and of 
that, 79%  is 3-axel or more trucks.  State Route 
46 is a designated route for the conveyance of 
explosives, hazardous materials (including rocket 
fuels) and trucks up to 105 feet in length. 
 
Project Need:  
This portion of State Route 46 traverses rolling to 
mountainous terrain that includes sustained 
grades of up to 6%.  Heavy trucks and 
recreational vehicles traveling in both directions 
comprise a very high percentage of the total traffic  
makeup,  and typically experience a reduction in 
running speed of 31 km/h.  There are limited 
passing opportunities on this segment which 

contributes to driver frustration and passing 
miscalcualtions.  
 
Traffic volumes on this portion of State Route 46 
are expected to grow at a rate that is 
correspondingly higher than local population 
growth projections. Growth in traffic volumes 
here will instead reflect the State of California  
growth rate overall, and traffic volumes on Route 
46 will climb proportionally.  In the future, Route 
46 will continue to serve as a vital conduit for 
traffic to and from the San Joaquin Valley region 
and beyond, through the Temblor Mountain 
Range, to the Central Coast of California.   
 
Project Purpose:   
• Improve congestion 
 
• Enhance safety and provide passing 

opportunities 
 
• Reduce driver frustration 
 
• Improve the facilitation of goods movement 
 
• Improve recreational travel and major 

east/west route from the San Joaquin Valley 
and Interstate 5 to the Central Coast and 
Route 101 

 
•  District 6 has programmed Route 46 

widening in the western side of Kern County. 

 


